CENTRE FOR INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE AND EDUCATION (CIDE)

Background
1. When Abdul Rahim Rasheed, QSO, a pioneer in the area of inter-faith dialogue, died in November, 2006, a life-long commitment to inter-religious discussion, education and harmonious community relations was ended. Mr Rasheed left an unrealised dream of a dedicated inter-faith centre for dialogue where education and discussion could continue on an on-going, regular, and comprehensive basis.

2. Accordingly, in his name and memory, the establishment of a facility, dedicated it to him and his 30 years of pioneering inter-faith work, especially between Islam, Christianity and Judaism, is being proposed. It is widely supported, and is an official Human Rights Commission Diversity Project.
3. The importance of inter-faith engagement, including education and dialogue, in the contemporary international climate is apparent to all. Local, national and regional efforts are increasing. Throughout the world efforts are being made to establish organisations such as Forums and Centres to enable better inter-faith relationships through dialogical engagement, education and research. 
4. In recent times the New Zealand government has supported the development of a National Inter-Faith Forum and has sent delegations to regional forums. New Zealand is to host a regional interfaith gathering at Waitangi in May, 2007. These events and gatherings have been supported by the Prime Minister, whom herself attended the first two regional inter-faith forums and will host a further one.
5. The proposed facility has the support of numerous inter-faith, ethnic and religious organisations, as well as being a Human Rights Commission Diversity Project. It is anticipated such widespread support will lead to pivotal discussions at a national level with the Prime Minister, to present and secure support for, the need for a dedicated inter-faith educational facility such as being proposed.
Proposal
6. The proposed Centre is an Auckland project headed by the Rasheed Memorial Dawah Trust Inc. a registered charitable trust. Trustees include the late Abdul Rasheed’s two sons, Auckland Lawyer Aarif Rasheed (also of the Council of Christians and Muslims), and Marketing Manager Aeron Rasheed; and his brother, Auckland Barrister Abdul Hafeez Rasheed (also of the Council of Christians and Muslims). The trust is dedicated to continuing the community service Abdul Rasheed rendered and that earned him a Royal Honour at the Golden Jubilee Queen’s Birthday Honours 2002.
7. The operational aim of the Centre will be to promote religious and cultural understanding through educational and dialogue activities and to foster good and harmonious community relations. The Centre will strive to promote the universal religious values of friendship, acceptance, tolerance and fair-play. The Centre will co-ordinate with and complement the efforts of organisations with similar aims and concerns. The dissemination of the message and ideals of peace, co-operation and mutual respect will be a priority.

8. The Centre has received widespread support from various groups. The Patron for the Centre is the The Governor-General of New Zealand, His Excellency The Honorable Anand Satyanand.
Project Document
9. A comprehensive project document detailing the proposed facility and its plans has been formulated for circulation to all relevant groups and individuals for input and support. The centre will require considerable donor support locally and abroad for a suitably modern facility, to serve its varied purposes. The support of wider communities is appreciated and it may encourage donor support. To contribute, or for more information email: rasheedtrust@paradise.net.nz or telephone: +64 9 620 5996.[image: image1.png]
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